Superbroker throws a superparty

Kenneth D. Lauvb

pulls out all stops
for his 50th
By CARTER B. HORSLEY

ESPITE the ususl cast of
characters, it was nol the
uzual real estate banguet.

As Jullus LaRosa belted “There
aint no place but here,” more
than 00 Industry tiians, politl-
clane and eolvie leaders setiled
down a lttle nervously in the
Rainbow Room Sunday night, not
sure whether they were In for an
evening of parochial boosteriam,
biting parody or batant promo-
tion.

The extravaganza pul oo by su-
perbroker Kenneth D, Laub to
mark hia 50b bicthday and the
20th anniversary of his powerful
tirm proved (o be a little of sach,

The tension quickly eased as
Jason Grase, &8 vocal soloist in
Twyla Tharp's “Everlast — A
ﬂ}'ﬁ:}' Run-Thru” with American
I:J1 ll!t Theater, pranced around

-

dance floor in & Little
untleroy suit with long
'l;llu:-n-:l truaea. slnging how he
loves “bouncing my wreoking
ball and watching it fall” near
“S8aks Trump Avenue, Grand
m&ruWnMAT&Tﬂm -
Trump was not in
b}ﬁhﬂt ?‘u?m which In-
c wuc real estate
figures as Seymour Durst, S3am
Lafrak, Howard Ronson, David
Bolomon, Alen Tishman and
Ware Travelstend. Also on hand
were City Councll President An-

drﬂr Bieln, Councilwoman Ruth
. City Chub of Nﬂt

Tﬂrl Sally

actor Lan Carfou, tele 1c|n

newstaster Bill Beutel and de-

aigner eg Casalni,

The mood got more upbeat as
Faith Prinee, who recelved a
Tony nomination as besti featured
potress In “Jerome Robbins®
Brosdway,” sang “The Lady Is
Looking Good,"” taking several
liberties with the harbor's fa-
MO statue

It turned decldedly raucous
when the cast of Laub's produe-
tion, titled “Blocks: Confeasions
of & New York Realtor”™ broke
into “Welcome to the 8RO Hoisl"
where patrona go to hell and “no

are allowed . .. Frooma are no

tter than a cell but the view s
gwell ... and nothing's safe.”

Although the show reslly had
g slory line and used no =ets
other than the glamorous, re-
cently refurblshed Art Deco glory
of the Rainbow Foom, it was as
glick as any major Broadway
production, down to Ita own

“Playbuallt™ f:n:ngra.m fashiomed
after Playbdl

The professlonalism was hardly
surprising, given that its cast In-
¢cluded many top artlsis and that
Laub himself has been & Broad-
way angel Laub, In fact, pald
tribute to two late close friends,
choreographer Bob Foase and co-

median Dick Shawn,
TVe Roger Grimsby [ater-
rupted the ashow's “horror

headlines™ to explain that Laub's
life perscoified “sequential mo-
nogamy.” He introduced the next
onumber, In which Linda Hart,
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l:tl-rmur starring as Erma In
E Goes™ at the Vivian
Beaumont, demanded that her
mate choose between her and his
attache case, It was & rousing
number that one sudience mem-
ber suggested might have been
funnier If ke had asked her to
abandon her attache case.

Laub conducted the 18-plece or-
chestra in the overture, wrote the
music and collaborated on the
lyrlea with Hal Hackady, who
wrole the muslcal *Snoopy."

A “Fugue for a Balny Day.” In-
troduced by Grimsby, who noted
that the clty had just survived
“the wettest drought in my mem-
ory,” was a sprightly lament for
those In need of & cab when just a
drop has fallen and all the driv.
ers have “gone off duty.”

Laub, w r-;]u{dmrl.bed the show
AE A “wO in progress.” ap-
peared on the dance floor to sa-
lute Alice, his mald for 20 years,
who was in the audience, s wall
as his parents.

The performers, who also in-
cluded Larry Hart: singer, Caro-
ilyvm € Blair, a star of
*Dreamgirls™; Adinah Alexander;
and Sandahl Bergman, are
friends of Laub and donated thelr
tirme and talent.

“I never got applause like this
when 1 do & real estate deal”
Laub told the audience he Rad
Just champagned, dined and en-
teriained — then he sat at the pi-
ang for the amashing finale.

That was a beautiful anthem ti-
ﬂ:ﬂﬂhl':-m E'l.mt It's Hl-ﬂll Here for
ovation for its Ij’l'll:. 'Lst‘a make
love sasler to find.™

Brnecw Coller

PARTY TUME: Sandahl Bergman, Larry Hart, Julius LaR
Fuaith Prince, Linda Hart feted Kenneth D. Laub (from kﬂiﬁ



